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greatest material certainty; the two last admit of
doubt, and have frequently to be verified by the
former.

Touch seems to offer the most irrefragable evidence
of reality. It is the lowest, the least specialised and
developed sense, and, from an evolutionary point of
view, it has been classed as the oldest sense. Scent
and taste are the next more specialised senses, and
they are used, the former by animals, and the latter
by children, for the purpose of further verification.

To many of the higher animals scent seems the
most important test of objective reality, while with
man, and particularly with civilised man, it has
almost ceased to render any service for that purpose.
A child makes but little use of scent, but in order
to convince itself of the reality of an object, it first
touches it, and afterwards, if it can, it puts it into
its mouth. The latter process is surrendered as we
grow older, but the former, that of touching things
with our hands for the purpose of verification, remains.
Many a man, even now, would say that nothing is
real that cannot be touched, though he would not
insist, with the same certainty, that everything that
is real must have a smell or a taste.

The meaning of manifest.

We find this confirmed by language also. When
we wish to affirm that the reality of any object cannot
be reasonably doubted, we say that it is manifest.
When the Romans formed this adjective, they knew
very well what they meant, or what it meant. Mani-
fest meant, with.them, what can be touched or struck